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TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT TEAM – 
BARGOED TOWN CENTRE


BRIEFING NOTE: 	UPDATE ON BARGOED TOWN CENTRE AUDIT

DATE: 		JANUARY 2026

	



1.	BRIEFING NOTE SUMMARY

1.1	The purpose of this briefing note is to update Elected Members and Town/Community Councillors on progress made against the Bargoed Town Centre Audit as of January 2026.

1.2	This briefing note contains details of recently completed actions and the work being progressed against the remaining action points.


2.	TOWN CENTRE AUDIT

2.1	Weeding/cutting back – Gateway Steps

The area around the picnic area next to Bargoed Gateway Steps has recently been cut back by Parks.  Climbing plants to support the biodiversity of the area have been left in situ. 

2.2	Lifted slab – Hanbury Square

Highways have raised a ticket to repair a protruding slab outside the Cantonese Takeaway.

2.3	Feasibility study – Hanbury Road Steps

The feasibility study and production of proposed plans for the redesign of Hanbury Road Steps is being funded by SPF and is nearing completion.  Although any redevelopment cannot be progressed at this time due to insufficient funding, the feasibility study will lay the groundwork for future improvements if suitable funding can be identified.

2.4	Additional seating – junction of Cross Street and Hanbury Road.

Two new benches will be installed in this area under SPF.  These works are due to be completed in early Spring 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk212725058]2.5	Broken/loose paving – Lowry Plaza

Broken paving slabs in the parking bay across from Card Factory have now been repaired by Highways, who also reset a section of loose paving in this area.

2.6	Graffiti – Hanbury Road

Graffiti on the wall behind the square next to Cross Street was reported to the Town Centre Team, who visited site on 29th January 2026 and were able to remove the graffiti. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212725067]2.7	Weeds in aco-channels – Hanbury Road

A road closure is being arranged to clear weeds and detritus from these aco-channels.

2.8	Cleansing – Royal Square

Quotes to jetwash the paving along Royal Square are currently being sourced, ahead of a date for the works being confirmed.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212725079]2.9	Aco-channels – Upper High Street

Highway have raised a ticket to address the crumbling section of tarmac in the aco-channel opposite Murrays.  A road closure is being arranged for these works, which will also include clearance of detritus from this section of aco-channel.

2.10	Broken edging – Bus Station steps

Highways have raised a ticket for repair and are waiting for confirmation of a completion date for the works.

2.11	Granite blocks - across town

These are being monitored; any further blocks moved out of position will continue to be addressed on Highways inspection visits.

A request has been received from Gwent Police and a local ward Member to relocate some of these blocks outside 63-65 Hanbury Road to prevent pavement parking.  Highways are of the view that the current placement of the blocks is adequate and that the double yellow lines in place if enforced will tackle this issue.  Any instances of parking on double-yellow lines should be reported to traffman@caerphilly.gov.uk to allow for appropriate enforcement.  The situation will continue to be monitored.

2.12	Damaged bin – High Street

A quote has been requested from Highways to remove a damaged bin on the High Street which is located near the bend before Royal Square.  The bin will not be replaced as there is adequate provision in this section of town, with two other bins located a few metres away.

2.13	Building Control – Emporium Building

Unstable brickwork on the wall next to the Emporium Building was recently reported to Building Control, who have since attended and made the wall safe.

2.14	Enforcement – 47-48 High Street (former CK Stores)

Building Control recently received a report of an object hanging from the building which presented safety concerns and have since erected scaffolding to remove the dangerous elements.  Any concerns around the safety of the building should continue to be reported to buildingcontrol@caerphilly.gov.uk



2.15	Tree Pit – High Street

The SPF enhancements to the tree pit outside Cosy Fish Bar have now been completed.

2.16	Town Centre Wayfinding Improvements
[bookmark: _Hlk220051217]
[bookmark: _Hlk203737605][bookmark: _Hlk220055162][bookmark: _Hlk203735300][bookmark: _Hlk220486236]The SPF wayfinding improvements programme across the principal town centres has now been completed.  A combined interpretation/notice board, comprising a new town centre map, was erected on Lowry Plaza in January 2026.  A new interpretation board containing the map was also installed below St Gwladys Car Park.  It is intended for the new boards to assist wayfinding around the town centre, promote town centre events and encourage increased dwell time.

[bookmark: _Hlk212725974][bookmark: _Hlk212727606]2.17	Digital Totem Screens

[bookmark: _Hlk220052128]As part of the Council’s Customer and Digital Strategy, SPF funding is being utilised to provide digital totem advertising screens in its principal town centres.

These digital totems will support local events and attract town centre footfall through targeted advertisements and provide additional, non-financial support to local businesses who will have an affordable opportunity to promote their services to a wider audience.  

In Bargoed Town Centre, planning permission has been granted to install an outdoor digital totem at Lowry Plaza.  We anticipate the project should be completed by March 2026.  As part of these works, the grit bin has been relocated to the other side of the steps outside the Job Centre to allow for the necessary electrical infrastructure to be installed.


[bookmark: _Hlk140148596]Consultees:	Jo Hillier-Raikes – Principal Officer Town Centres and Business Support
		Gavin Barry - Highway Operations Manager
		Victoria Conlon – Assistant Engineer
		Jonathan Davies - Parks and Countryside Operations Manager
		David Haines - Senior Assistant Engineer
Paul Hudson - Business Enterprise Renewal Team Leader
Nathan J Jones – Waste Operations Manager
Ian Jones - Technical Assistant/Relief Supervisor
David Price - Assistant Engineer
Lorna Reed – Principal Regeneration Project Officer
Ian Shephard - Assistant Engineer
Dean Smith - Principal Engineer, Traffic Management
Joe Williams – Acting Highway Engineering Group Manager
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