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TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT TEAM – 
BARGOED TOWN CENTRE


BRIEFING NOTE: 	UPDATE ON BARGOED TOWN CENTRE AUDIT

DATE: 		OCTOBER 2025

	



1.	BRIEFING NOTE SUMMARY

1.1	The purpose of this briefing note is to update Elected Members and Town/Community Councillors on progress made against the Bargoed Town Centre Audit as of October 2025.

1.2	This briefing note contains details of recently completed actions and the work being progressed against the remaining action points.


2.	TOWN CENTRE AUDIT

2.1	Weeding/cutting back – across town

The Parks team have carried out weeding and cutting back across town under the Cleaning and Greening enhancement programme.  This includes the picnic area on Bargoed Gateway Steps, the Hanbury Road Steps, the bus station steps, and the landscaped beds around the Miners’ Heads.

The banking below the picnic area is classed as a wildflower area and will be addressed by Parks at a future date under a separate schedule of works.

2.2	Feasibility study – Hanbury Road Steps

The feasibility study and production of proposed plans for the redesign of Hanbury Road Steps is being funded by SPF and is currently underway.  Although any redevelopment cannot be progressed at this time due to insufficient funding, the feasibility study will lay the groundwork for future improvements if suitable funding can be identified.

2.3	Additional seating – junction of Cross Street and Hanbury Road.

Two new benches will be installed in this area under SPF.  It is expected that this work will be completed in early 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk212725058]2.4	Broken paving – Lowry Plaza

The Town Council recently reported broken paving to the parking bay across from Card Factory, which has been passed to Highways for attention.  


2.5	Loose aco-channels – Hanbury Road

The loose/rattling aco-channels opposite N-Stylz Barbers have been inspected by Highways and do not currently present a safety concern.  Please report any further issues directly to crm@caerphilly.gov.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk212725067]2.6	Weeds in aco-channels – Hanbury Road

Clearance of weeds is required in some sections of aco-channel on Hanbury Road and has been passed to Highways for attention.

2.7	Cleansing – Royal Square

The paving along Royal Square is due to be jet-washed to remove the build-up of algae.  A date for the works will be confirmed in due course.

[bookmark: _Hlk212725079]2.8	Aco-channels – Upper High Street

A section of tarmac repair in the aco-channel opposite Murrays is crumbling and has been reported to Highways, who will also arrange for detritus to be cleared from this channel.

2.9	Broken edging – Bus Station steps

A section of concrete edging is missing from the top tier of steps leading onto the High Street.  Following inspection of the issue, Highways have now raised a ticket for repair.  

2.10	Granite blocks - across town

These are being monitored; any further blocks moved out of position will continue to be addressed on Highways inspection visits.

2.11	Enforcement – 47-48 High Street (former CK Stores)

Any concerns around the safety of the building should continue to be reported to Building Control via buildingcontrol@caerphilly.gov.uk

2.12 	Overflowing manhole – High Street
	
Welsh Water have confirmed that the remedial works to the sewer pipe between 42 and 44 High Street have now been completed.

2.13	Tree Pit – High Street

The tree pit outside Cosy Fish Bar was identified as in need of remediation due to sunken areas around the uplighter.  The substrate has been removed, and the area infilled with resin; however, the contractor is due to re-attend to ensure that the colour of the finished surface matches the surrounding area.

2.14	Town Centre Wayfinding Improvements

[bookmark: _Hlk203737605][bookmark: _Hlk203735300]The SPF wayfinding improvements programme across the principal town centres is nearing completion.  The design for the new Bargoed town centre map is currently being progressed and it is expected that the new installations will be completed by the end of 2025.  Details of the boards and their locations were circulated to Members for comment in August 2025 and no concerns were raised.


[bookmark: _Hlk212725974][bookmark: _Hlk212727606]2.15	Digital Totem Screens

As part of the Council’s Customer and Digital Strategy, SPF funding is being utilised to provide digital totem advertising screens in its principal town centres.

These digital totems will support local events and attract town centre footfall through targeted advertisements and provide additional, non-financial support to local businesses who will have an affordable opportunity to promote their services to a wider audience.  

In Bargoed Town Centre, a planning application has been submitted to install an outdoor digital totem at Lowry Plaza.  Subject to the installation being approved, we anticipate the project should be completed by March 2026.


[bookmark: _Hlk140148596]Consultees:	Jo Hillier-Raikes – Principal Officer Town Centres and Business Support
		Gavin Barry - Highway Operations Manager
		Victoria Conlon – Assistant Engineer
		Jonathan Davies - Parks and Countryside Operations Manager
		David Haines - Senior Assistant Engineer
Paul Hudson - Business Enterprise Renewal Team Leader
Nathan J Jones – Waste Operations Manager
Ian Jones - Technical Assistant/Relief Supervisor
David Price - Assistant Engineer
Lorna Reed – Principal Regeneration Project Officer
Ian Shephard - Assistant Engineer
Dean Smith - Principal Engineer, Traffic Management
Joe Williams – Acting Highway Engineering Group Manager
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