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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Bargoed Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents 
the Council’s receipts and payments financial position: 
• We were not provided with the number of hours worked by the Deputy Clerk 

and were therefore unable to determine whether the Deputy Clerk’s pay was in 
line with their contract. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  

 
• Assertion 3: Non-compliance with relevant laws and regulations. The schedule 

of members payments provided to IRPW does not show the amounts received 
by each individual member, instead it shows the total amount received as a 
collective. The Council need to ensure that the amount received by each 
individual member is disclosed on the return. 

 

Other matters and recommendations 
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I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Agendas do not contain supplementary documentation 

The agendas do not contain supplementary documentation. We recommend that the 
agendas contain the supplementary documentation for inspection by the public. 

Fidelity guarantee insurance 

The fidelity guarantee insurance is not adequate. Adequate insurance would 
constitute an amount greater than the Council’s year-end balance and one precept 
instalment. We recommend that the Council increase their fidelity guarantee 
insurance. 

Quotations when procuring goods/services 

Our testing identified that only one quotation was obtained for the Floral Display 
Services provided to the Council. The Council should ensure they follow their 
standing orders/financial regulations when procuring goods/services and should 
obtain/strive to obtain three quotations/estimates. 

Chair signed the accounts before the internal auditor 

The Chair signed the accounts before the internal auditor signed the accounts. We 
recommend that the Council ensure the Chair signs the accounts after the internal 
auditor has signed the accounts. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 25/09/2024 
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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Bargoed Town Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of 
the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Deputy Clerk’s pay 

The Deputy Clerk’s contract of employment states their weekly hours of work. I was 
unable to fully reconcile the actual salary payments to the contracted hours at the 
stated payscale.  

We recommend that the Council reviews the gross salary payments to ensure they 
fully reconcile to the contracted hours and pay scale.  

Agendas do not contain supplementary documentation 

The agendas do not contain supplementary documentation. We recommend that the 
agendas contain the supplementary documentation for inspection by the public. 

Fidelity guarantee insurance 

The fidelity guarantee insurance is not adequate. Adequate insurance would 
constitute an amount greater than the Council’s year-end balance and one precept 
instalment. We recommend that the Council increase their fidelity guarantee 
insurance. 
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Quotations when procuring goods/services 

Our testing identified that only one quotation was obtained for the Floral Display 
Services provided to the Council. The Council should ensure they follow their 
standing orders/financial regulations when procuring goods/services and should 
obtain/strive to obtain three quotations/estimates. 

Chair signed the accounts before the internal auditor 

The Chair signed the accounts before the internal auditor signed the accounts. We 
recommend that the Council ensure the Chair signs the accounts after the internal 
auditor has signed the accounts. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 25/09/2024 
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