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Bargoed Town Council   
Full Council Meeting Wednesday 28th October 2020 

 
 
DRAFT  Minutes 

 
PRESENT COUNCILLORS Councillors J Bissex, H Llewellyn, R Carroll, D Price, 

V Stephens, D Morgan, S Horton, A Collis. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:- Mrs Helen Williams, Town Clerk  
CHAIRMAN:-   Mayor R Carroll  
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record to be kept of the members present and that 
this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender 
apologies to the Clerk. 
 
Councillor Higgs; Councillor Halvey; Councillor Harding; Councillor Hamer-Thomas. 

 
2. 

 
 
 

Declaration of interests or dispensations on any item(s) on this Agenda, if  
appropriate. 
Councillors and Officers are reminded of their personal responsibility to declare any personal 
and/or prejudicial interest(s) in respect of any item of business on this agenda in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 2000, and the Code of Conduct for both Councillors and Clerk. 
 
 

3. 
 
 

4.     

Police Report 
No police report received due to the police officer called away on official business. 
 
To receive approve and sign the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 30th September 
2020 and receive an update from the clerk on item 5.5 of the draft minutes. 
Members RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the meeting 30th September 2020 and 
instructed the Mayor the sign the document.  The Clerk updated Members that in 
accordance with the Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) 
Rules 2006, SI2006/3305, r5(5) the casual vacancy at Bargoed ward should be filled by co-
option as soon as practicable.  The clerk advised Members to consider co-option at the 
next meeting of full council. 
 

5. To receive a verbal report from the Mayor and consider additional poppies. 
Mayor reported on a site meeting he and the Leader attended with Sgt Turley because of 
residents’ complaints about anti-social behaviour.  The meeting was very positive with 
Gwent Police advising of dispersal orders being put in place for both Morrison’s car park 
and Bargoed Town Centre.  
The Mayor also reported on the installation of poppy displays throughout Bargoed, and 
extended town council thanks to Cllr Price and her husband for the time and effort they 
invest in making the community look appealing. 
The Mayor advised that both Bargoed and Gilfach wards needed an additional 10 lamp 
post poppies and asked if Members were happy to authorise their purchase.  Members 
RESOLVED to order 20 additional poppies and donate the difference in cost to the 
Bargoed Royal British Legion. RESOLVED £60 expenditure for the poppies and £15 
donation to RBL. 
Local Government Act 2000 s2  
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6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. 
9.1 

 
 
 
 
 

9.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.3 
 

To receive DRAFT Minutes of the Events & Environment Committee meeting 15th 
October 2020. 
The Meeting received the draft minutes and discussed their content.  Members expressed 
concern about the Christmas Tree being located at Bargoed square and RESOLVED to 
instruct the chair of the Events & Environment committee call a special meeting to revisit 
the festive arrangements.   
A Member suggested that full council consider a permanent solution to the garden at the 
North of Bargoed Town Centre rather than planting on an annual basis.  Members 
discussed this project at some length and RESOLVED to instruct the Events & 
Environment Committee to revisit this project also. 
 
To receive a report from One Voice Wales area committee and One Voice Wales 
larger councils committee, and review member representatives on One Voice Wales 
committees. 
Cllr Morgan and the Clerk briefed the meeting on the main issues raised at both One Voice 
Wales committees and provided Members with two PowerPoint presentations on the future 
of town centres.  The Clerk advised that the other Member delegated to attend these 
meetings will not be able to attend the larger councils committee due to the meetings being 
held in the daytime when he is at work.  Members agreed Cllr Morgan would attend both 
committees in the first instance and should he be unavailable, the Mayor would work with 
the clerk to find a replacement representative. 
Cllr Morgan advised he will circulate meeting minutes to Members town council email 
addresses. 
 
To receive feedback from the town and community council’s liaison committee. 
Cllr Llewellyn and the clerk attended.  Cllr Llewellyn advised it was a very interesting 
meeting with a report from the Public Services Body representative.  Members were 
encouraged to look at the Public Health Wales website for a publication “Building a 
Healthier Gwent”.  The TCCLC subscriptions for 2020/21 are to be deferred.  Members 
RESOLVED the virement of these funds towards festive lighting.  Cllr Llewellyn advised 
that the questions being sent to CCBC for the forthcoming liaison committee meeting 
include winter provision for gritting services and an update on the CCBC 2021 budget in 
terms of anything that may impact on town council. 
 
Items from the Clerk:  
To approve the bank reconciliation and payments list (to be signed by the Mayor) and 
discuss additional banking services. 
RESOLVED to approve and sign the bank reconciliation and payments list.  RESOLVED to 
instruct the clerk to apply for a debit card with a limit of £1,000.  Any expenditure over 
£1,000 to be authorised by full council. 
 
To consider items of correspondence. 
RESOLVED Clerk to advise Aneurin Bevan CHC that priorities for 2021-22 annual plan 
should include Mental Health Services and Cancer Care. 
One Voice Wales training info was noted. 
Anti-social behaviour communication and Country Park communication both issues have 
been dealt with by Members. 
Older People’s Commissioner Newsletter was received. 
Planning Aid Wales training noted. 
RESOLVED not to apply for a defibrillator. 
RESOLVED to instruct the clerk to thank the resident for the enquiry about the Bargoed 
Awards and advise that Town Council are considering their options for business awards in 
all four wards of Greater Bargoed. 
 
To consider planning applications. 
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Members discussed the location of this premises and RESOLVED Neighbours views. 

 
Neighbours Views 
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9.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Neighbours Views. 
 
To receive the Independent Remuneration Panel draft report and discuss 2021 budget 
implications. 
Members RESOLVED the following: 
Determination 39 – to note the changes to the reimbursement of care costs and continue to 
set aside earmarked reserves.  The real living wage was noted as £8.72 per hour (April 
2020) 
Determination 40 – no action needed as this is mandatory for all members unless they 
specifically opt out in writing. 
Determination 41 – does not currently apply to Bargoed Town Council as it is currently in 
council group B. 
Determination 42 – members recognise council is growing and demands on committee 
chairs are likely to increase; therefore council will make available up to £400 for the chair of 
the Events and Environment Committee and the chair of the Policy and Resources 
Committee in 2020-21. 
Determination 43 & 44 – council will set aside a budget of £500 in 2020/21 to reimburse 
Members travel and subsistence expenses for approved duties. 
Determination 45 – no budget allocated 
Determination 46 – a Mayor’s Allowance of £1,400 to be in place for 2020/21 
Determination 47 – no deputy Mayor allowance  
Determination 48 – noted. 
 



 

Meeting Minutes Page 5 
 

 
9.5 

 
 
 

9.6 
 
 

 
 
 

10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
To discuss the use of electronic meeting documents. 
RESOLVED to instruct the clerk to carry out a survey of Members views on this issue and 
report back to council at the next meeting. 
 
To set up a sub-committee with delegated powers to complete the consultation on Welsh 
Government’s policy approach to establish regulations on the procedure for preparing 
Strategic Development Plans (SDPs) and associated matters. 
RESOLVED to appoint Councillors Morgan, Carroll and Llewellyn to undertake this piece of 
work on behalf of Town Council. 
 
To receive a report on foodbank provision and Covid-19 relief. 
Members discussed the impact of the coronavirus on the local community and applauded 
the community response to date.  Several Members expressed concern about the level of 
demand on foodbank provision; the number of families living in poverty as a result of 
Coronavirus and felt it was essential for Town Council to support the continued provision of 
this service.  RESOLVED to make a grant of £780 to the Fare Share foodbank scheme in 
Bargoed currently based at St Gwladys Church Hall, and to closely monitor Covid19 
developments with a view to revisiting foodbank provision early in 2021. 
The Clerk advised council that the remaining spending limit for 2020 under the LGA 2000 
and 1972 s137 has not been reached. 
Local Government Act 2000 s2  

 
 
To receive a verbal report from the chair of the Policy & Resources committee along 
with draft minutes from the Committee meeting 8th October and its 
recommendations to council for the draft 2020-21 budget. 
The draft minutes were received by Members. 
The Committee chair briefed the meeting on the draft budget discussions for 2020/21 and 
made the following recommendations to council: 
A 5% inflationary uplift to be applied to core running costs; 
Earmarked reserves for care costs to be increased annually by £1,000 until a £10,000 
budget is reached; 
Earmarked reserves of £5,000 per annum for new/replacement festive lighting; 
A growth fund of £2,500 to be established for new projects; 
Earmarked reserves of £5,000 to be set aside in 2020/21 budget to support the costs of 
town council elections in 2022. 
RESOLVED to adopt the budget recommendations of the Policy & Resources Committee. 
 
The committee chair also spoke about Members concern expressed about low footfall in 
the town centre, and the recommendation that full council request a meeting with CCBC 
officers regarding town centre management activity.  RESOLVED clerk to contact CCBC. 
 
Date of next meeting 25th November 2020. 
 
The Mayor thanked all Members for their input and congratulated them on their use of the 
new technology. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.30pm 
 
Signed: ________________________________________ 

 


